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THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF DECATUR COUNTY 



Vol* 1 - No« | Greensburg,, Indiana July 24. 1959 



THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

The President has no inspiration 
at the moment except that he is 
grafeful for the 205 charter mem~ 
bers "brought in" by his "agents 1 * 
in the attempt to get the Society 
off the ground and into orbit. 
However a large membership isn f t 
the only requisite for a good 
organization* Let us settle down 
now to the work ahead and come up 
with good programs, plan such projects 
that we can successfully carry out 
and create for the community an 
organization which will be a source 
oi priae t#o ust wnat; oeuuer way can 
these displaced Decatur County 
Hoosiers maintain their home ties, 
except through the medium of the 
Historical Society? 

"Breathes there a man, with soul 
so dead, who to himself hath 


OCCASION? Regular (July) Meeting 
SPEAKERS £ Mrs* R* R. Powell 

Mr* Hubert Stuhrenberg 

Tuesday ~ August 4, 1959 

Business? 7*30 PM 

Program? 8?00 PM 
PLACE? Billings Elementary School 

W* Washington St* 

Mr So Powell of Indianapolis, the 
former Rena Mae Gilchrist of Greens- 
burg will speak to us on a very time- 
ly topic - THE CRAIG COVERLID* Mrs* 
roweii is a descendants oi wie oraig 
family and as is her wont - will leave 
no covers unturned* Mr 0 Stuhrenberg 
the city editor of the Greensburg 
Daily News, will deal with the lighter 
side of Greensburg history as it exist- 
ed in the past, his exact subject to 
be announced later* 

BRING AS MANY GUESTS AS "YOU LIKE* 
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME* 


never said, this is my own, my 
native land** 


Please note that the Billings 
isxeinenuary o cxi oox jls on f es u 
Washington St*, just off of 
U*S* 421 and that there are 
ample off-street parking facili- 
ties East of the building* The 
entrance is on Washington St*, 
and the meeting will be held 
in the Multi-Purpose Room* 
NO SMOKING PLEASE J 


BOUQUET OP THE MONTH 

Elizabeth Power Barnett for her 
eighteen members to put Pugit 
township in the running* 

Raymond Hern for his good work 
in Jackson Township* 


THE LAST MEETING 

The meeting was held as scheduled 
with thirty present including two 
officers* Mr* Hubert Hawkins, Director 
of the Indiana Historical Bureau 
spoke well on the subject "Pun and 
Frolic on the Frontier*" It was gen- 
erally agreed that the Billings School 
is a nice place for our meetings* Mr* 
Wolf, president of the Shelby Co* 
Society was a welcomed visitor and 
spoke briefly* 


Bring your documents, mementos, 
artifacts, relics, pictures or 
keepsakes to the meetings for 
display*. 

Linger after the meeting and enjoy 
visiting with other nice people* 


MADISON SESfip I -CENTENNIAL 
AUGUST 22nd~29th* 



ADDITIONAL MEMBERS 

Mr© 01 m Reniger 

Mrse Harriet M 0 Reniger 

KTo Rues ell H© Alley 

Mr Bo Lorette LoEigan 

Mwbo Anna tee Lln¥ille p ¥a 0 

Mr© 0 o Wo Holies 

Or© Robert f© Parker 

Mr 0 Prank W© Qullkey 

Mr© Oreille Pitta 

Mr-So Cfaas© A 0 Kuhn 

Mr© Joe Shelhorh 

Mr.So Lavelle Hamilton 

Mr© Edgai* Kitchen 

Miss Marie Monte r 

Mr© Jo Howard Sehmunk 

Mr So J© Howard" Sohmurik 

Mr© Go Ao Mart as 

Mr o John- Kincaid 

Mrs© John Kincaid 

Mrso Clifford Martz 

Mr-o'Ufeo Mo Logan 

Irso Iteo Mo Logan 

Mrs© Edward Neimeyer 

Mr 0 Clifford Abr am a 

Mr© WiBo Nesbit 

Mr o ' Allen Eeall 

Mrs 0 Grace Kincaid 

Mrs 0 Floyd Deiwert 

Mr Bo John Carroll 

Mr© Ralph Dom&ell 

Mr Bo Ralph Sesuafll 

Wt» Dennis Martin 

Mr 0 Raymond .Rolf es 

Mrso N©lan SkiMier 

Miss Kathryn Taney 

Mr© BaymotMi G© Hern 

Mr 0 Hay Pulton 

Mr© Gordon EmXy 

Mr© llda Pa^y 

Mr io Elioira E^aria 

Mrs© Mamie Italy 

Mr a© Ifao Galloway 

Miss Emma Sheraaan 

MPo Jack Hamilton 

Mrso R©y Beeson - 

Mr So ¥iola H© Minning 

Mrs 0 Morgan L© Mi era 

Mr 0 ' Morgan L© Miers 

Mrso Hoy H 0 Miers 

Mp 0 Roy H© Miers: 

Mr 0 Wo Jo Sch tidier 

Mr© John E c King© Indpls 0 

Mr© "Boh art B© Hall p Wisconsin 

Mrs 0 Myron D©nn@ll 

Mr 0 Clyde Harley 
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COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

MEMBERSHIP 

~ Paul Jolliff p Ch© 
Eo Barnett 
Jo Eo Gibson 
Ho Hern 
Mo Mont or 
Jani©@ Phelps 
eJ 0 Sh®lhorn 
lo' Thackery 
Mrso James B 0 Wirt 

PROGRAM 

- Balph Caskey 
Gertrude r Day 
Loi& Hamer 
Grant Henderson 
Milieant Huber 
Eai d l Eo Jarrard 
Vida Lou oka 
Robert Montgomery 
Martha Samuels 
Paul Ho Hub6* t Gk 0 <®x off© 

TOMI^ATIIG 

Mext issue 

BULLETIN 

Next issue 



Clay Township and the R©y H 0 Miera 
family put us ofw.BT* the top in our 
neiib.ers.hip. "campaign© Mr 0 Miers ha a 

the. distinction of being our two- 
hundredth .member© 



July 16, 1959 



Dear Editors: 



This letter needs no signature,, 
It expresses, I am 3ure, the 
feelings of all the members of 
the Decatur County Historical 
Society,, 

It was certainly gratifying to he a 
part of an organisation which made 
such a definite contribution to the 
success of the recent centennial 
celebration,, Hie committee to arrange 
a window display was appointed at 
the first regular meeting of the 
society, held just before the beginn- 
ing of the celebrations, because the 
nature of the newly organized group 
made it a duty to do so. The winning 
of second prize in the window display 
contest was not anticipated or even 
thought of 5, but was most welcome 0 

The committee appointed did well in 
deciding to center it's attention 
on a particular time in our history.- 
The favorite period of our president, 
Paul Huber, being the Civil War, the 
theme "The Greensburg Story in Civil 
War Day p" was a happy thought „ With 
his fine collection of books on the 
subject as a nucleus, a fascinating- 
assortment of maps 5 guns, documents, 
and other articles were collected by 
Mr. Huber and arranged in a most 
attractive and pleasing way by Helen 
Bus sell „ Other contributors were 
Cleo Reniger, Donald Minning and 
Jennie McKee 0 

Our thanks to these members who help- 
ed us put forward our best foot as 
we started out© 



AHEM2 ed, 



N© Signature 



COMING EVENTS 

A picnic HlBrinp 

Next time a story of particular 
interest to the CASTOR-DAVIS- 
HAZES family „ 



The Society has in it»s collection 
the so-called GARLAND MILL PAPERS. 
Thepe are letters of about 1900, 
some in long hand, some typewritten. 
Kingston had a post office then and 
Nashville, Ind., furnished barrel 
hoops for the mill. Invoices were 
for small amounts of money and A. G. 
Zierer had a general store in Bates- 
ville. There is a lot of local 
history here. Interesting too. 
Thank you Mr. DamsgardJ 

Incidentally who wants to bequeath 
the Society a filing cabinet? A 
good used typewriter would also 
be an asset 0 



When you are in Aurora visit 
HILL FOREST located at 213 Fifth 
Street and maintained by the 
Hillforest Historical Founda- 
tion, Inc. 



INDPLS.-CIN. & LAF. R. R. 



Indpls o 

St a P o 

Adams 

Gbgo 
McCoy 
S 6 Xing 
H .Point 
Cin 0 



"East 
No. 1 

3?00 AM 
4? 16 
4r25 
4 £37 
4?46 
4g53 
4s58 
7s-35 AM 



B6und 

No 0 2 
10s 15 AM 
lis 45 
11*56 
12?08 PM 
12?17 
12g24 
12^29 
3? 15 PM 



No. 3 

7$ 00 PM 
8? 45 
8?57 
9*11 
9? 22 
98-30 
9g35 
12 j 40 AM 



West Bound 
(also) 



Gbg. STANDARD 
March 17, 1870 



In the Civil War, the opposing 
commanders at the Battle of 
Perryville, Ky c were bro there- 
in- law o 



HELP WANTED 



* An editor, feature 
writers, reporters, 
typists, mailing 
clerks 0 Inquire at 
BULLETIN Office. 

30 



r TSE BULLEfl 



M HISTORICAL SOGIWPT OF S9KATDB COTWTT 
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at the • t :.;^|f : #pfe that he is 

graf eful far tlif ; gQ§ !: gha^fe @r saean^ 
• . trough t-;. in** 1 hy. w hi s ^agents 1 * 
In -the- attempt . to gat the Society 
off the-- -grossu&d' fmt© orhlto 
Howev® %a . larg^ >nieBb$rship .isn*t 
the ©niy .'^tfmislti' 'f a good 
organ! safcl on 0 \ r Let .us settle down 
mow to ... -the wo&% ; gihead and @©ra<a up 
with good prog^aMS^ plan endb. project® 
that we^'oan successfully carry out 
and erefete for ; ife e piwaal fcy on 
organ! s at! m :MhX$h fc&l 1 be a eottree 
of prid* fee up* better way can 

these di^pla0*€.:©a^a|u^ Comity 
Heosiers .maintain their' heme ties p 
#^#pt.; :, fefe^©ugh the. medium of the 
Hist«3^f*al 



w Br#athee ; thf rf , w a Hon* wi th . soul 
to ■ dead p ' who..' to hlaiaelf ^ hath 
have* ' sm£il| - thl a i ft s$iy ©wnj> 



: Elisafettk Pow&r'-^ bar 
'WgjMjjjp •a^H^ppbf rt^'tio put "Fteglt 
township ^ ip. thf . ronaiag 0 

Hayaead 1 f «p Thl i good work 



OGGlSIOlg "tegular (Jmiyl letting 

SPEAKERS 2 Mt® 0 ... Bo Bo .. ffWll 

Hr 0 Hubert Stoteamte)»g 
Tuesday. <*> August 4 0 1959 
Busines** 7s 30 PM 
Pregrsitr BzQQ PM 

PMClg Billings m«m*ntaffy School 
Wo Washington Sip 

Irso Powell off l^aitjaap©li^ 9 :;, : ;feht 
former Bona" Mae Gftlo&rlst' of "'fir sens- 
tog will speak to us oi a very tlme« 
ly topic « SHE CRAICJ CQVEBLXDo Krs 0 
Powell Is a descendant .of the Oraig 
family mad ai lb "her went - will leavli 
mo eoTers ^watarjledo Mr& Stuhrcnberg 
the city editor of text feifflitog 
Daily Bewip will d#al; with . the lighter 
side of Greenstmftg hl&titbj as It exist* 
ed la the past*, his eae&et subject to 
he fiirmoumatci XateiV\ r 

BRING AS MMY GB'ESfS AS 101 LIKE* 



Please mot<§ ^hiy|£%he Billimga 
Elementary . Sdio&l is on West 
Washington Stq^|mf%>ff of 
UoSo 4S1 sndrvt^af ■ ftShere.are 
ample of street parking fa^ill- 
tiea Bast of the MiMIngo She 
entranoe is on'rWashl^ton St op 
end the meeting b1.11'' It held 
in the Mnlti««Pia^ose^oo^© 
I© SM01XIQ 



fhe netting Wai 
with thirty ^lefet ;;;; Inelud: 
©ffieerso' Mro'-'Hntoert 
of .the Indiana Historical 
spoke well 1 on the mteja-0t 
fe#li0 on .tiL* Jteentier-o* 
@pall ( j .agreed .that- the B: 
is : a.'.nie.e plaoe for v onr 
Wolfp president of Itoe.S 
S 



s p Director 



Bring- yonr doowsen'tsp »e»«ntos ? 
artlf aotSp rellosp pletrnf f »^- o^ 



linger after the meeting and enjoy 
¥i siting with other niee f #opl®o 



madisoi m^i^msmsMM 

m^SBT 22: 



>Sf th 0 



r 



<3uly 16, 1959 

Dear Edited i f- 

Ihis let^er^needft/.&p:. signature© 
It expresses,, 1 bm sure^, the 
f eelings of all the members of 
the Decatur County Historical 
Society o . i 

It was certainly gratifying to he a 
part of an organisation which made 
such a definite contribution to the 
success of the^ recent centennial 
celehrationo ;fhe- edamittee to arrange 
a window display was, appointed at 
the fi^st; regular Meeting of the 
society^ held just before the' beginn- 
ing of the celebration P : because the 
nature of the : newly organised group 
made |.f ; ; a duty to 'do - aoo The winning 
of second pri^e "in the window display 
contest .. was ' not anticipated or even 
thought of 0 but was $a©st wale©3ae 0 

The coiawaittee appointed did well in 
deciding to center it 5 s attention 
©n a particular. time in emr history* ' 
The 'favorite period -of our president^ 
Paul Huber^ beimg.the Civil War p the 
thesae w fhe Greensburg' Story In Civil 
War Dayp w was a happy thought 0 With 
his fine colleotlon of books on the 
subjeaf.:.as a nucleus^ a fascinating' 
a s b or tmen t - of map s $ guns 0 do cuaen t s 9 
asd other articles were collected by 
Mr c Huber and 1 arranged in a most 
attractive and. pleasing way by Helen 
Bussello' Othep contributors were 
Cleo Reniger^ X>onald Minning and 
Jennie JTpKeeo, f ", \ < 

Our thanks to these members help- 
ed us put forward^oir best foot as 
we started out p . . . 



mmi ed e 




M picnic n gBring your oite fpodo 

Next time a story of particular 
interest to the ©i^f©R-©AVIS- 
HAZES family e 



- She Society has in lt f s collection 
the '':i,Q-ealltfd GARLAND HEMi PAPERSo 
fhe^e" kre letters of about 1900 p 
somfc'ln long hand^ some typewritten*, 
Kingston had a post office then and 
Nashville^ Ind 0 p furnished barrel 
hoops "t®r the mill* Invoices w&re 
f 02> small, awo.unts of money and Ac &*> 
Zlerer had a general store in Batea« 
wille-o there is a lot of local 
history here* Interesting %ooo 
fhank Vou Mr 0 . Dam^gardl 

Incidentally who wants to bequeath 
the Steiety a filing cabinet? A ' 
good used typewriter would also 
be an as set 0 



When you are 'in Aunpra visit . 
HIIJE^ESST located at 213 Fifth 
Street and maintained by the 
Hillf ©rest Historical Founda- 
tion « Inco * 



T®mmo~GT8o & XAFe Ho Ro 
" "Bart ...Bdund , 
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la the €itil Wai?p the exposing 
coaaasadsra' at the Battle of 
Perryvilles, lty 0 were brothers-* 

ia~la,n 0 , 

HK.P tKS^EB » &l editor, feature 
wpl.tswp rep©i"fe®r»g 
typiitsp sailing 
ele rt|g8 -Inquire at 
BWED1BM Off lets 
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JtDDITIOIAm MEMBERS 



Mr ; e> 



mm o 



Cle© Reni&er 

Harriet . Mo Renigei 
Ba s & . Ho . Al 1 ©J 
Lorette Longan 
Anna l*ee MnlrlXlt^ 

0 o W ; o; ; H©lll5e^ x 

fiobefct- 5o Parker 
Frank "Ho Gtiilkey; 

. Chas 0 A 0 'Rfihn 
Joe' $helhorn 
La^-Blle Hamilton 

Miss Marie Jtoater 
HS?o Jo Howard S'e&sunk 
Jo : :Hbw^rcl \ S^hmmk 
Go Ac Mart* 
John- Kincaid 
Johii Kin©aid 
Olif^0rt;Mart2 
Mr-o Ifeso Mo Logan 
Mo'Xogiin 
5 ^o Edward Hilary er 



Va< 



• o 
M»So 

Mr 0 
MS* So 



Mrs, 
Mr 0 

M$a< 



Mi* Mta 0 : f9sMt I ■ 
» 0 Allen'" Boall'' 
Mr a© te&c® Kineald 
» Floyd Doiworfe- 
i John' -'Carroll 
lalph" Bonholl 
s Ralph 'D®nsa#ll 
If : © Dennis . Margin 
14*6 : Ray»md,B©Ifo® 



Mr<> 



JTolan Skinhor 
Miss iTafehryn ' Tanoy . 
Mr© Raymond G 0 Born 
Mr c Ray Fulls ©a 
Hr© Gordon Italy .■ 
M» e KLdn. Percy , 
Mi So ElB&iia. 
Mrso. Mamlo' ISoaly '. 
Mrs© '1feo ,i Gal|.#ir|y ■ 
Miss Itama Sfiasiaa 



Mj*ao Boy 1, . 
Mrav ¥lo|la;,f o'!r : ilinnlag 
Mra© Mor£an^tir'Mi«ra 
Mr e ~ Morgan £ e Mi era 
Mr So. Boy H n Miora 
Mr o.. Roy H© liars 
Mro'MV Jo S5@a®iil®r 
Mr« John. E© King g In&pl&o 
Mr 0 ~R©har% B© Hall p Wlaoonsin 
Mr« 0 



M^o Glydo Harloy 
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COMMIOTBE APPOIiaCTTS 

MEMBERSHIP " V ' 

Paul -Jolliff , Ctio 
Eo Barnetl ! 
J 0 Eo Gibson v 

Hem 
Mo Monti er 
Janice Phelps 
J 0 Shelhorn 
Zo HHiad^ery 
Mr aio Jaaaea B c Wirt 



Xal^bi Gaskey 
Gerf?uia$ r l)ay 

(Jran^ I«a#^raan . 

Mili^ent Huber 

Sari #o Jarrard 

Vida Jkmeks 

Seberti Montgomery v 

Martha Samel a. 

Paml H» Huber^ /$fe*#x ©££o 



ifQMiMrora 

Mext ism 



Next iasu-# j 



^If^eMililf ...aaC t&e B©y : Ho Miera- 
f iiiily pm%i ua ow thi tiep in our 
m^beriahl^ lr 0 Mierm has 

the distinction of being omr two^ 
hnndredth »e»ber 0 
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November 21, 1959 



Dear Reader: 

Do you want to read another book in 
yhich people of Civil War days live 
again • dreaming - scheming? It is 
thomas and Marva Belden*s SO FELL THE 
ANGELS* The Angels are i (1) Old 
Greenbacks 11 1 Samuel P. Chase, whose 
own life was plagued by a lack of 
greenbacks; (2) proud Kate, whose 
power as the "most influential poli- 
tical hostess Washington had ever 
kr^own . • • was • • • the creation of 
her own personality 11 } and (3) His Ex- 
cellency, General William Sprague, 
Governor of Rhode Island, First Vol- 
unteer of the War, who later became 
Senator Sprague - the millionaire hus- 
band of proud Kate - who was always 
Chase f s daughter] Not one of these 
heeded the admonition of Cardinal 
Wolsey (in Shakespeare's King Henry 
VIII): 

*I charge thee, fling away ambition} 
By that sin fell the angels . M 

A book that is well worth the 
reading opines your 
Cousin Book-Worm • 



THE LAST MEETING 

This was such a success and so well 
attended, that it deserves special at- 
tention and we have asked one of the 
guests to write a special article for 
the occasion . Suffice it to say here, 
that the picnic should be held annual- 
ly, something in the way of an extra- 
curricular activity, and sponsored by 
the younger fry of the organization. 
For young and old alike, Sunday, 
October 11th, was a memorable and hap- 
py occasion* 



OCCASION i First annual dinner meet- 
ing and election of officers* 

SPEAKER: Dr. Louis A. Warren. 

TIME* Tuesday^ December 1st. 

6i30 PtM. FAST TIME. 

PLACE t Masonic Temple, 116 W« 

Washington St . , Greensburg, 
Indiana 

RESERVATIONS 

If you have not already been contacted, 
please Call 3-777} (Miss Helen Bussell) 
or 3-777$ (Paul Huber) by Friday, 
November 27th, if you plan to attend 
the dinner. Tickets are $1.50 each * 

Dr. Louis A. Warren, director emeritus 
of the Lincoln National Life Founda- 
tion of Fort Wayne is perhaps America's 
greatest Lincoln scholar. Attending 
elementary school in Wor Chester, 
Massachusetts, he came to know the 
New England Lincolns. A student at 
Transylvania, an editor at Hodgenville ; 
a resident of Elizabethtown, there 
copying thousands of court records per- 
taining to the Lincoln family, later 
moving to Indianapolis to continue 
his study of the Hoosier Lincoln in 
the archives there - we do not wonder: 
at his stature nor that he is the 
foremost authority on Abraham Lincoln 
today. 



IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO COME 
FOR DINNER, FEEL FREE TO 
ATTEND THE MEETING. 

EVERYBODY WELCOME i 



EARLY BIRDS 

W. J. Tucker 
Chas. F. Marlin 
Helen B. Marlin 
His. C. E. loucks 
William W. Parker 
Jonn E. Parker 
Fiorina A. Tillson 
Elizabeth P. Barnett 
Ethel Yale Ross 
Florine S. Eckel 
Mrs. Lavelle Hamilton 
Robert W f Montgomery 
Pp.uiine Montgomery 
Janice Phelps 
Mis. E. A. Porter 
Milicent Huber 
Mrs. H. S. McKee 
Grant Henderson 
H?rry E. Buell 
Mrs. Lucian H. Brown 
iucian H. Brown 
Kathryn Taney 
Joseph Rankin 
Mrs. Worth Osting 
Jessie Kirby 
Jessie F. Craig 
Mary E. Thomson 
Donald Minning 
Viola H. Minning 

The EARLY BIRDS, bless them, are those 
who without solicitation, and without 
fnrther expense to the Society, and the 
time of its officers, have paid their 
I960 membership fee. It is to be 
hoped that 197 others, to be exact, 
come forward with a one-dollar bill 
neatly stapled to a card with the mem- 
ber f s name and address thereon. In the 
fine tradition of our organization, be 
an EARLY BIRD! 



THE SOCIETY'S OFFICERS FOR 1959 

President Paul H. Huber 

Vice-President-Mrs. E. A. Porter 

Secretary Mrs. Wm. tooodfill 

Treasurer — - — J. Elwin Gibson 



DEDICATION 

Samuel Alley, a Revolutionary War Sol- 
dier, who fought with the Virginia 
forces under General George Rogers 
Clark, was honored October 25th by 
having a white marble marker placed at 
his grave in the old N-a-u-v-o-o 
cemetery Northwest of Burney. The 
white satin veil bearing the Alley 
coafc-of arms was drawn by George Alley 
and his son Samuel. Excerpts were 
given from Samuel Alley's book, ERROR 
REPROVED, printed at Bloomington, 
Indiana, in I8I46. Lone Tree Chapter, 
D.A.R., dedicated and presented the 
marker in a ritualistic ceremony, and 
Mrs, E. A. Porter accepted the stone 
for the Alley family. The American 
Legion Color Guard presented colors 
and the Firing Squad fired the salute. 
"Taps" were sounded. 

Descendants of Samuel Alley, members 
of Thomas Hendricks Chapter, C.A.R., 
helped in the ceremony by presenting 
the chapter colors, placing a wreath 
on the grave, and offering prayer. 



NEW MEMBERS 

Mrs. Pauline Montgomery, Cambridge City 

Mrs. Gail Bailey 

Miss Mary McCullough 

Mrs. R. R. Powell, Indianapolis 

Mrs. Vivian Batterton 

Mr. Van P. Batterton 

Mr. Smiley Fowler 



STOSIES WANTED: 

Zack Boicourt's "Old Settlers 
Picnics 0 

Richmond - An Early Sandcreek 
Twp. Settlement. 

Camp Logan - Greensburg's Civil 
liar Camp. 



p 



INDIANA HI STORICAL SOCIETY 

A letter has come to the President from Mr, Hubert H. Hawkins, Secretary of the 
Indiana Historical Society, requesting information regarding houses of architec- 
tural interest built between i860 and 1900, He asks that we supply a snapshot a- 
Icng with certain data. In turn he hopes to publish a volume, well illustrated, 
of the best examples to be found in the state. He emphasizes the fact that small 
hoares of interesting architectural detail should be included along with the more 
imposing ones. This assignment appeals to the President as being very worth while, 
and as being an interesting project too* The first committee will be asked to list 
and locate these old homes in the townships. 



CENTENNIAL 

The recent centennial of the Adams 
Methodist Church and the reenactment 
of its organization speaks eloquently 
for its having survived these hundred 
years. It is documented history that 
the first minister was the Reverend 
Brockway of neighboring Milford, who 
on this memorable occasion drove one 
horse (he had two) six miles over muddy 
roads to keep his appointment* Attend- 
ing were the Deems, the Ryans and the 
Youngs, the seven charter members. 
Who is to know at the bi-centennial, 
who are the Deems, the Ryans and the 
Youngs of this present day, that have 
preserved so well their heritage? 
Only the records will tell. 



PLEASE NOTE I 

As an added feature of the December 
first dinner meeting, the members are 
asked to furnish old photographs for 
display. These old pictures should 
be mounted but not framed, such that 
they can be displayed on a table. 
The owners name, with the probable 
date of the picture along with other 
identification, should be written on 
the back. Group pictures of schools, 
family gatherings and clubs, scenes 
around the square, county officials, 
street fairs and gatherings, disas- 
ters, railroads, parades - all will 
be interesting subjects. Please 
leave pictures with Homer G. Meek or 
Paul H, Huber, at your earliest con- 
venience . 



AMENDMENTS 

The following Proposed Amendments to the Constitution of The Historical Society of 
Decatur County, are up for second reading at the November ( dinner )mee ting: 

I. That sentence 1 of Article III shall be amended to read, 
"The officers shall be a president, a first vice-president, a 
second vice-president, a recording secretary, a corresponding 
secretary, and a treasurer, who shall be elected annually." 

II. That sentences 2 and 3 of Article 7 shall be amended to read, 

M A vice-president shall preside in the absence of the president. 
The secretaries shall keep the records of the Society and conduct 
its correspondence." 

Ill* That sentence 1 of Article 6 shall be amended to read, 

"Meetings shall be held the last evening of the months of February, 
May, August and November." 



r 



WOODLARKLAND 
The Hendersons 

Sunday* October llth, was a beautiful day - 
The woods were very grand 
The lark was on the wing 
The land wore a jewel 
Woodlark Lake. 

Grant Henderson, energetic naturalist and poet, with Mrs. Henderson, was host to the 
Decatur County Historical Society at his beautiful wooded home - Woodlarkland three 
miles north of Enochsburg. 

Most of the seventy-five or more guests had no difficulty finding the seenic 
Henderson place for the miles from all directions were marked with yellow ribbons 
Ort the fence rows. It is said that the Walter Lowe family and Frank Marlin dxd 
have a bit of trouble with the directions, but in Frank's case at least the error 
could be laid to a back seat driver - no names mentioned. 

Preliminary to getting into excellent shape for enjoyment of the picnic dinner, the 
guests inspected the acres of nursery that Mr. Henderson operates with txdy preci- 
sion and wandered through the orbfcai* where they pulled their own apples that were 
plentiful on the place. The Henderson game cocks gave opposition to some of the 
guests in the orchard. We have not heard of any casualties other than Altha Clerkin 
who fled leaving her injuries behind her and James Shannon who may have suffered 
a torn pants leg. Mrs. Henderson explained the cocks beligerency. It seems that 
his wife had been missing for some weeks and she had returned to her mate the day 
before. He was very angry. 

The guests assembled at the play house beside the lake with its bridge and fringe 
of trees. Paul Huber, society president, presided at the business meeting where 
proposed amendments were made for the By-Laws. Provisions were made for meetings 
on the last night of February, May, August and November. Paul presented the guest 
with all the marshmallows they could eat - stuck on sticks and grilled at the in- 
side open fire and the outside fireplace. The mallows were good along with the 
warmth of the crackling fires and animated conversation. Food was spread on picnic 
tables and there was a continued passing of the coffee pots. 

Our thanks to the Hendersons for a beautiful day. 

- Contributed. 



The current publication of The Indiana Historical Society, titled, 

LINCOLN'S YOUTH 
SEVEN TO TI.ENTY-ONE 
INDIANA YEARS 
1816-1830 

was written by Dr. Warren. This attractive book may be seen at the 
Library. 



THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OP DECATUR COUNTY 



Vol* 1 - No. h 



Greensburg, Indiana 



November 21, 1959 



Dear Reader: 

Po you want to read another book in 
which people of Civil War days live 
again - dreaming - scheming? It is 
Thomas and Marva Belden's SO FELL THE 
ANGELS. The Angels are : (1) Old 
Greenbacks 11 , Samuel P. Chase, whose 
own life was plagued by a lack of 
greenbacks? (2) proud Kate, whose 
power as the "most influential poli- 
tical hostess Washington had ever 
known . . • was . . • the creation of 
her own personality"; and (3) His Ex- 
cellency, General William Sprague, 
governor of Rhode Island, First Vol- 
unteer of the War, who later became 
Senator Sprague - the millionaire hus- 
band of proud Kate - who was always 
Chase f s daughter J Not one of these 
heeded the admonition of Cardinal 
Wolsey (in Shakespeare's King Henry 
VIII): 

tt I charge thee, fling away ambition; 
By that sin fell the angels. 11 

A book that is well worth the 
reading opines your 
Cousin Book-Worm. 



THE LAST MEETING 

This was such a success and so well 
attended, that it deserves special at- 
tention and we have asked one of the 
guests to write a special article for 
the occasion . Suffice it to say here, 
that the picnic should be held annual- 
ly, something in the way of an extra- 
curricular activity, and sponsored by 
the younger fry of the organization. 
For young and old alike, Sunday, 
October 11th, was a memorable and hap- 
py occasion. 



OCCASION: First annual dinner meet- 
ing and election of officers * 

SPEAKER: Dr. Louis A. Warren* 

TIME: Tuesday, December 1st. 

6:30 P.M. FAST TIME. 

PLACE: Masonic Temple, 116 W. 

Washington St . , Greensburg, 
Indiana 

RESERVATIONS 

If you have not already been contacted, 
please call 3-777$ (Miss Helen Bussell) 
or 3-777$ (Paul Huber) by Friday, 
November 27th, if you plan to attend 
the dinner. Tickets are $1.50 each. 

Dr. Louis A. Warren, director emeritus 
of the Lincoln National Life Founda- 
tion of Fort Wayne is perhaps America's 
greatest Lincoln scholar. Attending 
elementary school in Worchester, 
Massachusetts, he came to know the 
New England Lincolns. A student at 
Transylvania, an editor at Hodgenville ; 
a resident of Elizabethtown, there 
copying thousands of court records per- 
taining to the Lincoln family, later 
moving to Indianapolis to continue 
his study of the Hoosier Lincoln in 
the archives there - we do not wonder 
at his stature nor that he is the 
foremost authority on Abraham Lincoln 
today. 



IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO COME 
FOR DINNER, FEEL FREE TO 
ATTEND THE MEETING. 

EVERYBODY WELCOME I 



EARLY BIRDS 



DEDICATION 



W. J. Tucker 
Chas. F. Marlin 
Helen B. Marlin 
Mrs* C. E. Loucks 
William W. Parker 
Jonn E. Parker 
Fiorina A. Tillson 
Elizabeth P. Barnett 
Ethel Yale Ross 
Florine S. Eckel 
Itrs- Lavelle Hamilton 
Ropert W. Montgomery 
Pp.uline Montgomery 
Janice Phelps 
Mis* E. A. Porter 
Milicent Huber 
Mis. H. S. McKee 
Grant Henderson 
H?rry E. Buell 
Mrs* Lucian H. Brown 
Lucian H. Brown 
Kathryn Taney 
Joseph Rankin 
Mrs. Worth Osting 
Jessie Kirby 
Jessie F. Craig 
Mary E. Thomson 
Donald Minning 
Viola H. Minning 

The EARLY BIRDS, bless them, are those 
who without solicitation, and without 
further expense to the Society, and the 
time of its officers, have paid their 
1^60 membership fee. It is to be 
hoped that 197 others, to be exact, 
come forward with a one-dollar bill 
neatly stapled to a card with the mem- 
ber f s name and address thereon. In the 
fine tradition of our organization, be 
an EARLY BIRD! 



THE SOCIETY'S OFFICERS FOR 19$9 

President Paul H. Huber 

Vice-President-Mrs. E. A. Porter 

Secretary Mrs. Wm. Woodfill 

Treasurer— — -J. Elwin Gibson 



Samuel Alley, a Revolutionary War Sol- 
dier, who fought with the Virginia 
forces under General George Rogers 
Clark, was honored October 2£th by 
having a white marble marker placed at 
his grave in the old N-a-u-v-o-o 
cemetery Northwest of Burney. The 
white satil? veil bearing the Alley 
coab-of arms was drawn by George Alley 
and his son Samuel. Excerpts were 
given from Samuel Alley's book, ERROR 
REPROVED, printed at Bloomington, 
Indiana, in 18U6. Lone Tree Chapter, 
D.A.R., dedicated and presented the 
marker in a ritualistic ceremony, and 
Mrs, E. A. Porter accepted the stone 
for the Alley family. The American 
Legion Color Guard presented colors 
and the Firing Squad fired the salute. 
"Taps" were sounded. 

Descendants of Samuel Alley, members 
of Thomas Hendricks Chapter, C.A.R., 
helped in the ceremony by presenting 
the chapter colors, placing a wreath 
on the grave, and offering prayer. 



NEW MEMBERS 

Mrs. Pauline Montgomery, Cambridge City 

Mrs. Gail Bailey 

Miss Mary McCullough 

Mrs. R. R. Powell, Indianapolis 

Mrs. Vivian Batterton 

Mr. Van P. Batterton 

Mir. Smiley Fowler 



STOEIES WANTED: 

Zack Boicourt's "Old Settlers 
Picnics 11 

Richmond - An Early Sandcreek 
Twp. Settlement. 

Camp Logan - Greensburg's Civil 
War Camp. 



INDIANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 



A letter has come to the President from Mr* Hubert H. Hawkins, Secretary of the 
Indiana Historical Society, requesting information regarding houses of architec- 
tural interest built between i860 and 1900 , He asks that we supply a snapshot a- 
leng with certain data. In turn he hopes to publish a volume, well illustrated, 
of fiie best examples to be found in the state • He emphasizes the fact that small 
hoares of interesting architectural detail should be included along with the more 
imposing ones. This assignment appeals to the President as being very worth while, 
and as being an interesting project too* The first committee will be asked to list 
and locate these old homes in the townships* 



CENTENNIAL 

The recent centennial of the Adams 
Methodist Church and the reenactment 
of its organization speaks eloquently 
for its having survived these hundred 
years* It is documented history that 
the first minister was the Reverend 
Brockway of neighboring Milford, who 
on this memorable occasion drove one 
horse (he had two) six miles over muddy 
roads to keep his appointment. Attend- 
ing were the Deems, the Ryans and the 
Youngs, the seven charter members. 
Who is to know at the bi-centennial, 
who are the Deems, the Ryans and the 
Youngs of this present day, that have 
preserved so well their heritage? 
Only the records will tell. 



PLEASE NOTE! 

As an added feature of the December 
first dinner meeting, the members are 
asked to furnish old photographs for 
display. These old pictures should 
be mounted but not framed, such that 
they can be displayed on a table. 
The owners name, with the probable 
date of the picture along with other 
identification, should be written on 
the back. Group pictures of schools, 
family gatherings and clubs, scenes 
around the square, county officials, 
street fairs and gatherings, disas- 
ters, railroads, parades - all will 
be interesting subjects. Please 
leave pictures with Homer G. Meek or 
Paul H, Huber, at your earliest con- 
venience • 



AMENDMENTS 



7: 



The following Proposed Amendments to the Constitution of The Historical Society of 
Decatur County, are up for second reading at the November ( dinner )meeting: 
l t That sentence 1 of Article III shall be amended to read, 

"The officers shall be a president, a first vice-president, a 
second vice-president, a recording secretary, a corresponding 
secretary, and a treasurer, who shall be elected annually, 11 

II, That sentences 2 and 3 of Article 7 shall be amended to read, 
"A vice-president shall preside in the absence of the president. 
The secretaries shall keep the records of the Society and conduct 
its correspondence • " 

III. That sentence 1 of Article 6 shall be amended to read, 
"Meetings shall be held the last evening of the months of February, 
May, August and November." 



WOODLARKLAND 
The Hendersons 



Sunday, October 11th, was a beautiful day • 
The woods were very grand 
The lark was on the wing 
The land wore a jewel 
Woodlark Lake. 

Grant Henderson, energetic naturalist and poet, with Mrs, Henderson, was host to ths 
Decatur County Historical Society at his beautiful wooded home - Woodlarkland three 
miles north of Enochsburg. 

Most of the seventy~five or more guests had no difficulty finding the seenic 
Henderson place for the miles from all directions were marked with yellow ribbons 
or. the fence rows* It is said that the Walter Lowe family and -frank Marlin did 
hfcve a bit of trouble with the directions, but in Frank 1 s case at least the error 
could be laid to a back seat driver - no names mentioned. 

Preliminary to getting into excellent shape for enjoyment of the picnic dinner, the 
guests inspected the acres of nursery that Mr. Henderson operates with tidy preci- 
sion and wandered through the orchard where they pulled their own apples that were 
plentiful on the place. The Henderson game cocks gave opposition to some of the 
guests in the orchard. We have not heard of any casualties other than Altha Clerkin 
who fled leaving her injuries behind her and James Shannon who may have suffered 
a torn pants leg. Mrs. Henderson explained the cocks beligerency. It seems that 
his wife had been missing for some weeks and she had returned to her mate the day 
before. He was very angry. 

The guests assembled at the play house beside the lake with its bridge and fringe 
of trees. Paul Huber, society president, presided at the business meeting where 
proposed amendments were made for the By-Laws . Provisions were made for meetings * 
on the last night of February, May, August and November. Paul presented the guest 
with all the marshmallows they could eat - stuck on sticks and grilled at the in- 
sxde open fire and the outside fireplace. The mallows were good along with the 
warmth of the crackling fires and animated conversation. Food was spread on picnic 
tables and there was a continued passing of the coffee pots* 

Our thanks to the Hendersons for a beautiful day. 

- Contributed. 



The current publication of The Indiana Historical Society, titled, 

LINCOLN* S YOUTH 
SEVEN TO TLENTY-ONE 
INDIANA YEARS 
1816-1830 

was written by Dr. Warren. This attractive book may be seen at the 
Library. 



THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF DECATUR COUNTY 



Vol. 1 - No. 3 



Greensburg, Indiana 



Sept, 29, 1959 



Dear Reader: 

Do you read with particular relish, 
books dealing with personalities of 
Civil War years? - Yes? Then, do read 
one which will introduce you to beau- 
tiful and clever Catherine Chase, who 
schemed relentlessly to attain her 
father 1 s - and her own - ambition - 
which was to reside in that house in 
Washington, D.C., whose address is 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. 

It is a documented biography by 
Isabel Ross, The title is a brief but 
oh so apt - description of Salmon P. 
Chased daughter, - and I predict that 
you will really burn mid-night oil 
when you begin to read PROUD KATE. 

In fact, this is a confession 
of what happened to your 
Cousin Book -Worm. 



THE LAST MEETING 

The 70 members who attended our Aug. h 
peeting have had nothing but words of en- 
thusiastic praise for the program of 
iibhat evening. Mrs. Rena Mae Gilchrist 
Poire 11 of Indianapolis proved that she 
knows much about - and enjoys telling 
others - the story of the Decatur County 
Craig Coverlets - and some very beauti- 
ful ones were on display. Then, Mr. 
Hubert Stuhrenberg, humorously but with 
sympathetic understanding of the situa- 
tions and incidents that he described, 
directed our thoughts to the days of 
n away back when 11 Greensburg was begin- 
ing a history that is now 100 years 
old. It was an evening that our mem- 
bers will long remember. 



OCCASION: 

SPEAKER: 

PLACE: 



TIME: 



An outing 
None 

"WOODLARKLAND" 
RFD 6 

Greensburg, Indiana 
Sunday, October 11, 1959 
2:00 PM prevailing Gbg.Time 



The host as you might know is our good 
friend and member Grant Henderson. As 
stated in the July BULLETIN, this af- 
fair is to be a picnic and you are 
warned-bring your own food I (This is 
not a pitching If you have an aver- 
sion to ants and crickets, it is sug- 
gested that you bring your own table- 
a card table will do, and your fold- 
ing chair, if you care to sit down. 

ROUTE FROM GREENSBUR G 
Follow SR U6 to New Point. After pass- 
ing the N.P. School on the right, turn 
left or North on a blacktop road one 
mile to Rossburg (cemetery). At the 
foot of the Rossburg hill, turn right 
or East on a blacktop road tx^o mile s 
to Enochsburg. (You will have crossed 
Salt Creek at the Iron Bridge-in 1838 
"this was a place of excellent ford- 
ing"). Turn left at Enochsburg Church 
(this beautiful stone structure was 
built in 1858) and follow the stone 
road (marked from Enochsburg) (FOLLOW 
THE YELLOW BANDS ) almost three miles 
to WOODLARKLAND • 

SUGGESTIONS 

1. Bring cameras and color film. 

2. Bring marshmallows • 

BRING AS MANY GUESTS AS YOU LIKE. \ 
A SPECIAL INVITATION TO THE JUNIOR " 
GROUP I 

IN THE EVENT OF RAIN, COME 
ANYIjAY AND ENJOY THE SHELTER 
HOUSE AND THE WOOD FIRE I 



r 



NEW MEMBERS 
Mr. Homer G. Meek 
Mrs. Helen B. Marlin 
Mrs. I. R. Bailey 
Mrs. D. A. Batterton 
Mrs. Walter B. Lowe 
Mr. Walter B. Lowe 
Mrs. Worth Osting 
Mrs. Marcille Freeland 
Hrs. Babel B. Hurt 
Mr. Mark Taylor II 
Mr. Thomas Howard 
Mrs. Carlos Oak 
Mr. Val D. Kuhnes 
Mrs. T. B. Havens 
Mr. Denzil Doggett, Indianapolis 
Mrs. Glenn Gilchrist 



TRI-FAMILY 

The Donnell, Hamilton, and McCoy families 
have held annual reunions for over 1$ 
years. At first, each family held its 
own reunion, with occasional merger meet- 
ings of the three families. In reoent 
years, it has been a large and much looked 
forward-to get-together, known as the 
Qonnell-Hamilton-McCoy Tri Family Re- 
union. And it is interesting to note 
that many of today's descendants are mem- 
bers of all three families. 

Programs of the reunions have been varied t 
some have been provided by talent in the 
membership, outside speakers of note have 
been presented, pageants have been given, 
regular church services have been in- 
cluded. This year, devotionals and 
prayers were given by very young descen- 
dants of these three old families. 



SLAVERY IN DECATUR COUNTY? - The will of 
William Henry, recorded in the Decatur 
County courthouse, states that the two 
black children, bound to him by the 
Court in Kentucky, should be left to his 
daughter . 



THE SOCIETY'S OFFICERS FOR 19S9 

President Paul H. Huber 

Vice-President— Mrs . E. A. Porter 

Secretary Mrs. Wm. Woodfill 

Treasurer J. Elwin Gibson 



MECHANICSBUR G 
The seventh annual reunion of former 
students and teachers of the Mechanics- 
burg school was held at New Point on 
Sunday, September 20th, with fifty in 
attendance. This country school was 
closed in the Spring of 1932. The last 
teacher was the late Bessie Osting. The 
next reunion will be held as usual on 'i 
the third Sunday in September I960. Mrs, 
Lulu Luther is the incoming president. 



BACKWARD '.TURN BACKWARD '.-A new railroad 
began operation, as freight and pass- 
enger service started on the Columbus, 
Hope & Greensburg, a subsidiary of the 
Big Four Railroad. INDPLS.NEWS. 

April 7, 1881*. 



FORTY-NINERS 
Your President selected k9 members of 
the Society and named them the Forty- 
Niners. His request of them?-to keep 
sending to the Editor of the Bulletin 
ideas, clippings and material for the 
Bulletin. At this date, he laments so 
few contributions and/or suggestions, 
but he praises warmly three friends 
who "came through". Verbum sat sapienti- 
He'd like to hear from more of you 
real soon I 



COMMITTEE APPOINT MENTS 
NOMINATING * 

Mrs. James B. Wirt, Chrm. 

Mrs. Paul Jolliff 

Mr. William Parker 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

Mrs. Frank Guilkey, Chrm. 

Mrs. James B. Wirt 

Mr. Robert *%itgomery 

Mr. James Shannon 



Pictures of the New Point Schools 
circa 1909 are a recent contribution 
to the files of the Society by Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred C. Bass, former teachers of 
that community and now of Fort Wayne. 



COMING EVENTS 
DINNER MEETING IN NOVEMBER 1 
CHRISTMASl" 



OCTOBER 

Good morning, October 1 . I knew that we'd see 
You right on your toes when the hard maple tree 
Grew yellow and brown and the wind, bearing dawn 

Cast abroad on the lea 
The leaves that in summer were green as could be. 
I saw you last night. You were touching the lawn 
With tints of rich color. "September's withdrawn, 11 
You claimed, with a shout, "I have put her to routt" 

And as white as a swan 
Was frost, chilling frost, on the meadows at dawn. 
I'm sure then, October, quite sure that you knew 
That we have been waiting and watching for you I 
And, now you are here, you have ripened the pear, 

And the butternuts « Who 
Was thinking of paw-paws? They're mellowing, tool 
Good morning, October! Again I must say 
You're welcome, quite welcome. Ah, Siren, I may 
Be tempted to shun all the work to be done — 

Work? I can't work today I 
You've won me, October'. Let's hasten awayl 

- From "SONGS OF THE WOODLARK" . 



JUNIOR HISTORICAL SOCIETY NAMES KUHNES 
Initial steps in the organization of a Decatur County Junior Historical Society 
were taken at a meeting held Thursday evening at the YMCA. 

A constitution was adopted and Val D. Kuhnes was named adult advisor of the 
junior organization, sponsored by the Historical Society of Decatur County. It wxll 
be an affiliate of the Indiana Junior Historical Society. 

All high school students and teachers of schools in Decatur county interested 
in historical study are eligible for membership, it was announced. 

A committee to visit schools in the interest of obtaining members was named as 
follows: Sue Porter, Joyce Allen and Janice Phelps. „ ™ ™ + +u vmpa 
Officers will be elected at the next meeting Oct. 9 at 7:00 PM at the YMCA 
GREENSBURG DAILY NEWS, SEPT. 2$, 19$9. 



THE EARLY BIRDS 

Strange to say the early birds of this 
organization come in the fall. They are 
members who pay their I960 membership 
fee early and in advance. These nice 
birds do not require the membership com- 
mittee to spend their time, plus statio- 
nary and four to eight cents postage to 
get them back in the fold and in good 
standing. Rare birds - these early 
birds. They are to date: 

Ethel Yale Ross 
Florine Siling Eckel 
Paul H. Huber 

P.S. - We are solvent and have money 
in the bank. 



MORE ABOUT THE OUTING 1 1 1 
ROUTE FROM KINGSTON 
Go East from Kingston about U miles un- 
til you intersect ah angling T-road 
(Joe Kramer corner), bear to the right 
(Southeasterly) go about 1 mile until 
you intersect a T-road. Here turn left 
or North one-quarter mile to the first 
road to the right. Thence East one- 
half mile to the first road to the 
right or South. Thence South one-half 
mile to WOODLARKLAND. 

If you find yourself in Hamburg you 
are lost!'. You are three miles from 
WOODLARKLAND 1 . 1 1 

PLEASE NOTE - A caravan will leave at 
1:30 PM f rom 323 N.Broadway, Greensburg, 
for those interested. 



/THE B UL LETIN7 



THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF DECATUR COUNTY 



Vol. 1 - No, 3 



Greensburg Indiana 



Sept. 29 t 19S9 



Dear Reader: 

Do you read with particular relish, 
books dealing with personalities of 
Civil War years? - Yes? Then, do read 
one which will introduce you to beau- 
tiful and clever Catherine Chase, who 
schemed relentlessly to attain her 
father's - and her own - ambition - 
which was to reside in that house in 
Washington, B.C., whose address is 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. 

It is a documented biography by 
Isabel Ross. The title is a brief but 
oh so apt - description of Salmon P. 
Chase 1 s daughter, - and I predict that 
you will really burn mid-night oil 
when you begin to read PROUD KATE. 

In fact, this is a confession 
of what happened to your 
Cousin Book -Worm. 



THE LAST MEETING 

The 70 members who attended our Aug. h 
meeting have had nothing but words of en- 
thusiastic praise for the program of 
thc.t evening. Mrs. Rena Mae Gilchrist 
Pouell of Indianapolis proved that she 
kncws much about - and enjoys telling 
others - the story of the Decatur County 
Craig Coverlets - and some very beauti- 
ful ones were on display. Then, Mr. 
Hubert Stuhrenberg, humorously but with 
sympathetic understanding of the situa- 
tions and incidents that he described, 
directed our thoughts to the days of 
"away back when 11 Greensburg was begin- 
ing a history that is now 100 years 
old. It was an evening that our mem* 
bers will long" remember. 



OCCASION* 

SPEAKER: 

PLACE: 



TIME; 



An outing 
Hone 

"WOODLARKLAND" 
RFD 6 

Greensburg, Indiana 
Sunday, October 11, 1959 
2:00 PM prevailing Gbg.Time 



The host as you might know is our good 
friend and member Grant Henderson. As 
stated in the July BULLETIN, this af- 
fair is to be a picnic and you are 
warned -bring your own food I (This is 
not a pitchin7T~If you have an aver- 
sion to ants and crickets, it is sug- 
gested that you bring your own table- 
a card table will do, and your fold- 
ing chair, if you care to sit down. 

ROUTE FROM GREENSBURG 
Follow SR U& to New Point. After pass- 
ing the N,P. School on the right, t^rn 
left or North on a blacktop road one 
mile to Rossburg (cemetery). At the 
foot of the Rossburg hill, turn right 
or East on a blacktop road two mile s 
to Enochsburg. (You will have crossed 
Salt Creek at the Iron Bridge-in 1838 
"this was a place of excellent ford- 
ing"). Turn left at Enochsburg Church 
(this beautiful stone structure was 
built in 1858) and follow the stone 
road (marked from Enochsburg) (FOLLOW 
THE YELLOW BANDS) almost three miles 
to WOODLARKLAND. 



1. 
2. 



SUGGESTIONS 

Bring cameras and color film* 
Bring marshmallows . 



BRING AS MANY GUESTS AS YOU LIKE. 
A SPECIAL INVITATION TO THE JUNIOR 
GROUP 1 

IN THE EVENT OF RAIN, COME 
ANYWAY AND ENJOY THE SHELTER 
HOUSE AND THE WOOD FIREi 
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NEW MEMBERS 
Mr. Homer G. Meek 
Mrs. Helen B. Marlin 
Mrs. I. R. Bailey- 
Mrs. D. A. Batterton 
Mrti. Walter B. Lowe 
Mr. Walter B. Lowe 
Mrs. Worth Osting 
Mrs. Marcille Freeland 
Krn * Kabel B. Hurt 
Mr. Mark Taylor II 
Mr. Thomas Howard 
Mrs. Carlos Oak 
Mr. Val D. Kuhnes 
Mrs. T. B. Havens 
Mr. Denzil Doggett, Indianapolis 
Mrs. Glenn Gilchrist 



TRI-FAMILY 

The Donnell, Hamilton, and McCoy families 
have held annual reunions for over 75 
years. At first, each family held its 
own reunion, with occasional merger meet- 
ings of the three families. In recent 
years, it has been a large and much looked- 
forward-to get-together, known as the 
Ponnell-Hamilton-McCoy Tri Family Re- 
union. And it is interesting to note i 
that many of today's descendants are mem- j 
bers of all three families. 

Programs of the reunions have been varied: j 
some have been provided by talent in the 
membership, outside speakers of note have j 
been presented, pageants have been given, 
regular church services have been in- 
cluded. This year, devotionals and 
prayers were given by very young descen- 
dants of these three old families. 



SIAVERY IN DECATUR COUNTY? - The will of 
William Henry, recorded in the Decatur 
County courthouse, states that the two 
black children, bound to him by the 
Court in Kentucky, should be left to his 
daughter . 



THE SOCIETY'S OFFICERS FOR 19$9 

President Paul H. Huber 

Vice-President — Mrs. E. A. Porter 

Secretary Mrs. Wm. Woodfill 

Treasurer -J. Elwin Gibson 



MBCHANICSBURG 
The seventh annual reunion of former 
students and teachers of the Mechanics- 
burg school was held at New Point on 
Sunday, September 20th, with fifty in 
attendance. This country school was 
closed in the Spring of 1932. The last 
teacher was the late Bessie Osting. Ttjq 
next reunion will be held as usual on 
the third Sunday in September I960. Mrs . 
Lulu Luther is the incoming president. 



BACKWARD I TURN BACKWARD! -A new railroad 
began operation, as freight and pass- 
enger service started on the Columbus, 
Hope & Greensburg, a subsidiary of the- 
Big Four Railroad. INDPLS.NEWS. 

April 7, 1881*. 



FORTY-NINERS 
Your President selected k9 members of 
the Society and named them the Forty- 
Niners. His request of them?- to keep 
sending to the Editor of the Bulletin 
ideas, clippings and material for the 
Bulletin. At this date, he laments so 
few contributions and/or suggestions, 
but he praises warmly three friends 
who t: came through". Verbum sat sapienti- 
He'd like to hear from more of you 
real soon! 



COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
NOMINATING 

Mrs. James B. Wirt, Chrm. 

Mrs. Paul Jolliff 

Mr. William Parker 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

Mrs. Frank Guilkey, Chrm. 

Mrs. James B. Wirt 

Mr. Robert Montgomery 

Mr. James Shannon 



Pictures of the New Point Schools 
circa 1909 are a recent contribution 
to the files of the Society by Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred C. Bass, former teachers of 
that community and now of Fort Wayne. 

COMING EVENTS 
DINNER MEETING IN NOVEMBER! 
CHRISTMAS I 



/ 



OCTOBER 

Good morning, October 1 I knew that we'd see 
You right on your toes when the hard maple tree 
Grew yellow and brown and the wind, bearing down 

Cast abroad on the lea 
The leaves that in summer were green as could be, 
I saw you last night • You were touching the lawn 
With tints of rich color, "September's withdrawn," 
You claimed, with a shout, "I have put her to rout'." 

And as white as a swan 
Was frost, chilling frost, on the meadows at dawn. 
I'm sure then, October, quite sure that you knew 
That we have been waiting and watching for youi 
And, now you are here, you have ripened the pear, 

And the butternuts. Who 
Was thinking of paw-paws? They're mellowing, tool 
Good morning, Octoberl Again I must say 
You're welcome, quite welcome. Ah, Siren, I may 
Be tempted to shun all the work to be done — 

Work? I can't work today I 
You've won me, October 1 . Let's hasten away! 

- From "SONGS OF THE WOODLARK". 



JUNIOR HISTORICAL SOCIETY NAMES KUHNES 
Initial steps in the organization of a Decatur County Junior Historical Society 
were taken at a meeting held Thursday evening at the YMCA. 

A constitution was adopted and Val D. Kuhnes was named adult advisor of the 
junior organization, sponsored by the Historical Society of Decatur County. It will 
be an affiliate of the Indiana J unior Historical Society. 

All high school students and teachers of schools in Decatur county interested 
in historical study are eligible for membership, it was announced. 

A committee to visit schools in the interest of obtaining members was named as 
follows? Sue Porter, Joyce Allen and Janice Phelps. 

Officers will be elected at the next meeting Oct. 9 at 7:00 PM at the YMCA 
GREENSBURG DAILY NEWS, SEPT. 2$, 1959 . 



THE EARLY BIRDS 

Strange to say the early birds of this 
organization come in the fall. They are 
members who pay their I960 membership 
fee early and in advance. These nice 
birds do not require the membership com- 
mittee to spend their time, plus statio- 
nary and four to eight cents postage to 
get them back in the fold and in good 
standing. Rare birds - these early 
birds. They are to date: 

Ethel Yale Ross 
Florine Siling Eckel 
Paul H. Huber 

P,S. - We are solvent and have money 
in the bank. 



MORE ABOUT THE OUTING'. U 
ROUTE FROM KINGSTON 
Go East from Kingston about U miles un- 
til you intersect an angling T-road 
(Joe Kramer corner), bear to the right 
(Southeasterly) go about 1 mile until 
you intersect a T-road. Here turn left 
or North one-quarter mile to the first 
road to the right. Thence East one- 
half mile to the first road to the 
right or South. Thence South one-half 
mile to WOODLARKUND. 

If you find yourself in Hamburg you 
are lost 1 1 You are three miles from 
WOODLARKLAND i 1 1 

PLEASE NOTE - A caravan will leave at 
1:30 PM from 323 N.Broadway, Greensburg, 
for those interested. 
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THE PRESIDENTS CORNER 

Ben Franklin once said "We have given 
you a Republic, if you can keep it so". 
Analagous to this we have been given an 
organisation to be known as the Histori- 
cal Society of Decatur Couoty. Its pur- 
pose as set out in the Constitution 
"shall be to perpetuate historical know- 
ledge and points of interest in Decatur 
County, to arouse greater interest among 
the people of the county in the study of 
pioneer history of Decatur County, and 
the State of Indiana, and to instill in 
our youth a greater appreciation of 
their Hoosier and American heritage" f 
Can there be better motives than these? 
Given this fine organization, with its 
high ideals and fine membership * can 
we keep it so? Our efforts must be di^ 
re c ted to that endl 



There is a poplar tree near 
Waterloo, N.Y., where a young 
soldier in the Civil War hung 
his scythe with the request 
that it not be removed until 
he returned. He didn't re- 
turn . The growing tree has 
now almost enveloped the scythe, 



BOUQUET OF THE MONTH 

Mrs. Ina S. Wirt for her thirty-one 
members • 

Paul 0. Jolliff for his fifteen members 
and for having served twenty-five years 
continuously as superintendent of the 
Sandusky Methodist Sunday School. What 
a record. 



OCCASION: Regular (May) Meeting 

SPEAKER: Hubert H. Hawkins 

PLACE: Billings Elementary School 

W. Washington St. 
TIME: Friday - June 5, 1959 

Business: 7:30 P.M. 

Program: 8:00 P.M. 

Mr. Hawkins is a former professor of 
history at Butler University and a 
native of Marion County. An honor 
graduate of DePauw, he received a scho- 
larship to Western Reserve, from which 
he has his Masters Degree in history. 
After teaching a year each at State 
Teachers College, Buffalo, and the Un- 
iversity of Pennsylvania, he served 
three years in the amy and there 
earned the Bronze Star Medal. He has 
been the Director of the Indiana His- 
torical Bureau since September, 1953. 
A Hoosier, as near to us as Marion 
County, and well grounded in American 
History, Mr. Hawkins 1 message should 
be a treat for our first regular meet- 
ing. His subject-"Fun and Frolic on 
the Frontier". 

BRING AS MANY GUESTS AS YOU LIKE. 
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME. 



Please note that the Billings Elemen- 
tary School is on W. Washington St., 
just off of U.S. 1*21 and that there 
are ample off-street parking facilities 
East of the building. The entrance Is 
on Washington St. and the meeting wil? 
be held in the Multi -Purpose Room. 
NO SMOKING PLEASE I 



ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

"History is not history unless it is 
the truth". - To W. H. Herndon, 18^6 



GREENSBURG CENTENNIAL 
JUNE 13th - 20th. 



ROSTER OF MEMBERS 



Mrs. Pauline Ball 
Mr. Winston Ball 
Mrs. Elizabeth Power Barnett 
Mr3. Hannah Brown 
Mrs. Miriam D. Brown 
Mr. Robert Dale Brown 
Mrs. Gene Faulkner 
Mr. J. Elwin Gibson 
Mrs. Anna Haunert 
Mr. Grant Henderson 
Mr. Louis Holtzclaw 
Mr. Paul H. Huber 
Mr. John Hull 
Miss Lillian Knox 
Mrs. Woodrow Manlief 
Mr. Charles F. Marlin 
Mr. Gene H. McCoy- 
Mr. Donald Minning 
Mr. Robert W. Montgomery 
Mr. John E. Parker 
Mr. William W. Parker 
Mr. Carroll D. Pleak 
Mrs. E. A. Porter 
Mr. Louis B. Thompson 
Mrs. James B. Wirt 
Mrs. William Woodfill 
Mr. Wayne Zeigler 
Miss Mary Boring, Middlebury, Ind. 
Prof. Calvin D. Davis,Bloomington,Ind. 
Mrs. Gene Wiggins 
Mrs. Gertrude Day 
Mr. Joseph Rankin 
Miss Linda Ritter 
Mr. Oscar R. Ewing, New York 
Mrs. Sarah Newman 
Mrs. Ruby Faulkner 
Mrs. Mary R. Morrish 
Mrs. John A. Thomann, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Mr. Ralph Caskey 
Mrs. Marie Shannon 
Miss Gladys Aldrich 
Mr. Her rod E. Carr 

Miss Mary E. Thomson, N.Manchester, Ind. 

Mr. Earl H. Jarrard 

Mrs. Marie R. Guthrie 

Mr. Stanton Guthrie 

Mrs. Frieda M. Miller 

Mr. C. Ira Miller 

Mr. Clifford 0. Elder 

Mrs. H. S. McKee 

Mr. James H. Shannon 

Mrs. Hazel Foist 

Mrs. Albert Hellmich 



Mr. Don Austin 

Mrs. Jean Perry Meyer 

Mr. Robert M. Woodfill 

Mrs. C. E. Loucks 

Miss Mary Craig 

Mrs. Margaret R. Wyant 

Mr. Claude Wyant 

Mrs. Adeline D. Loper 

Miss Milicent Huber 

Dr. I. B. Downs 

Mrs. Louise M. Thackery 

Mrs. Leonella Lauderdale, Dale, Ind. 

Mrs. Amy Waybright 

Mrs. Dorothy S. Huber 

Mrs. Florine S. Eckel, Cincinnati, 0. 

Mr. William L. Fisher 

Mr. Clifford Weisner 

Mr. Merritt C. Thornburg 

Miss Madge B. Harding, Indianapolis 

Miss Janice Phelps 

Mrs. Jennie Altizer 

Mr. Edgar Clark 

Mrs. Marie Clark 

Mrs. Maude Hite 

Mrs. Marjorie Jolliff 

Mr. Arthur Ralston 

Mrs. Lydia Ralston 

Mr. Zack Shoemake 

Mrs. Lucille Shoemake 

Mrs. Maude Spillman 

Miss Florine A. Tills on 

Miss Martha Samuels 

Mrs. Harvey S. Colvin 

Mrs. Thursa W. Hargitt 

Mrs. Richard W. Robbins 

Mrs. Dorothy D. Doles 

Mrs. Ethel E. Lanham 

Mrs. Jessie F. Craig 

Miss Lois L. Hamer 

Mrs. Chalmer M. Oak 

Mrs# Jessie R. Wood 

Mrs. Francis W. Reed 

Mrs. Charles L. Ryan 

Mrs. Willa Barnes 

Mrs. Miriam E. Deal 

Mrs. Frank Townsend 

Mrs. Martha Carman 

Mrs. Loretta Guilkey 

Mr. Paul Hamilton 

Miss Ada L. Magee 

Mrs. Willamette P. Lemmon 

Mrs. Eliaabeth Kanouse 



ROSTER OF MEMBERS (Contd) 



Mrs* Jessie Kirby 
Mrs. Minnie Doles 
Mrs. Helen Russell 
Miss Helen K. Bussell 
Mrs, Altha Clerkin 
Mrs. Olsie Steinmetz 
Mrs* Marie Borchers 
Mrs. Margaret McLaughlin 
Mr* Kirkwood Christian 
Mrs. Virginia Christian 
Miss Jane Alley 
Mrs. Paul Tetrick 
Mr * Paul Tetrick 
Mr. Harry E. Buell 
Mrs. Lucian H. Brown 
Mr. Lucian H. Brown 
Mrs. John F. Parmer 
Mr. John F. Parmer 
Mr. Emmet Hyatt 
Mrs. Elias Jackson 
Mr. Elias Jackson 
Mrs. Alice J. Reed 
Mrs. Myron Freeland 



Miss Josephine Cory 
Mrs. Beatrice M. Ritter, 
Menlo Park, California 
Mrs. Ethel Yale Ross, Martinsville 
Mr. Wayne Woodhull 
Mr. Thomas McDonald 
Mr. John Thrine 
Mr. Paul 0. Jolliff 
Mr. Paul Risinger 
Miss Marguerite Metz 
Mr. Walter Clark 
Mrs 4 Walter Clark 
Mr. Dwight to* Williams 
Mrs. Dwight Williams 
Mrs. Edith Castor 
Mr. Donald Castor 
Mrs. Grace Lasley 
Mr. W. J. Tucker 
Mrs. Florence S. Kilvert 
Mr. Erie Hamilton 
Mr. Robert H. Fee 
Mr. Frank Morgan 
Mrs. Roy Rutherford 





BULLETIN EDITOR (Pro Tern) 


PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS! 




Paul H. Huber 




HELP! HELP! 



CHARTER MEMBERSHIP ENDS WITH THE CENTENNIAL - JUNE 20THI ! 



